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1RWKLQJ�FRXOG�WRXFK�PH��DQG�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�ZDV�ULJKW�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH��,�KDG�MXVW�JRWWHQ�WKH�OLFHQVH�WR�GULYH�
RXU�IDUP�WUXFNV�DQG�ZDV�KDXOLQJ�RXU�ZKHDW�KDUYHVW�WR�WKH�HOHYDWRU��,�ZDV�ILQDOO\�PRYLQJ�LQWR�D�PRUH�
LPSRUWDQW�UROH�RQ�WKH�IDUP�DQG�ZDV�SURXG�WR�EH�VHHQ�GULYLQJ�WKH�WUXFN�

�����3�0��-XO\���������FKDQJHG�DOO�RI�WKRVH�HXSKRULF�IHHOLQJV� ,�FKDQJHG�LQWR�EHLQJ�D�VFDUHG��ORQHO\��
LQWURYHUWHG�NLG�ZKR�ZDQWHG�WR�UXQ�DZD\�DQG�KLGH�DQG�QHYHU�FRPH�EDFN��+HUH�LV�WKH�VWRU\�

,�KDG�WDNHQ�D�ORDG�RI�ZKHDW�WR�WRZQ�MXVW�EHIRUH�D�UDLQVWRUP�DQG�KDG�ZDLWHG�LQ�WRZQ�IRU�WKH�VWRUP�WR�SDVV��
$V�,�KHDGHG�KRPH��WKH�URDGV�ZHUH�D�PXGG\�PHVV��$�PLOH�DQG�KDOI�IURP�KRPH��,�WRSSHG�D�KLOO�WR�ILQG�RXU�
QHLJKERU�KDG�SXOOHG�KLV�VWXFN�SLFNXS�RXW�RI�WKH�ILHOG�ZLWK�KLV�FRPELQH�DQG�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
WKH�VOLFN��PXGG\�URDG��,�WKRXJKW�,�ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�VWRS�P\�WUXFN��DQG�KH�KDG�MXPSHG�WR�WKH�QRUWK�VLGH�RI�
WKH�URDG�RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\�DQ\ZD\��,�ZDV�QRW�DEOH�WR�VWRS�FRPSOHWHO\��DQG�XQIRUWXQDWHO\��KH�FUDZOHG�EDFN�
XQGHU�WKH�SLFNXS�WR�ILQLVK�XQKRRNLQJ�LW�IURP�WKH�FRPELQH��,�VWUXFN�WKH�EDFN�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�SLFNXS�ZLWK�WKH�
IURQW�FRUQHU�RI�P\�WUXFN��$V�,�MXPSHG�RXW��,�VDZ�KLP�O\LQJ�XQGHU�WKH�SLFNXS��,�NQHZ�LPPHGLDWHO\�WKDW�WKH�
LPSDFW�KDG�NLOOHG�KLP�
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DURXQG�PH��DQG�VDLG�³)UDQN�LV�GHDG��/HW¶V�JR�JHW�KHOS´��:H�GURYH�DZD\�LQ�WKH�RQO\�RSWLRQ�ZH�KDG��WKH�
FRPELQH��,�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�ZDWFKLQJ�EORRG�UXQ�GRZQ�WKH�PXGG\��UDLQ�VRDNHG�URDG�

,W�WRRN�\HDUV�IRU�PH�WR�SURFHVV�DOO�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�RYHU�D�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�DIWHU�WKH�DFFLGHQW��)DPLO\�DQG�
IULHQGV�ZHUH�WKHUH�IRU�PH��,�VSHQW�TXLWH�D�ELW�RI�WLPH�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�PLQLVWHU�DW�WKH�0HWKRGLVW�FKXUFK� $OO�
RI�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�P\�OLIH�KHOSHG�PH�VHH�WKDW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�ZDV�WUXO\�DQ ³DFFLGHQW´��)RU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��,�KDG�
WHUULEOH�IHHOLQJV�WKDW�DOO�H\HV�LQ�D�VPDOO�FRPPXQLW\�ZHUH�RQ�PH��,�KDG�WR�UHOLYH�DOO�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�QRW�RQO\�
GXULQJ�WKH�ZUHFN�EXW�IRU�WKH�GD\V��ZHHNV��PRQWKV�DQG�\HDUV�WKDW�IROORZHG�

,W�PDGH�PH�VWURQJHU�LQ�VRPH�ZD\V�DQG ZHDNHU�LQ�RWKHUV��2XU�QHLJKERU¶V�ZLIH�DFWXDOO\�PDGH�PH�VLW�ZLWK�
KHU�DQG�KHU�VRQ�DW�WKH�IXQHUDO��0\�SDUHQWV�DQG�,�KDG�VKRZQ�XS�ODWH�RQ�SXUSRVH�DW�P\�XUJLQJ��6KH�
VWRSSHG�WKH�IXQHUDO�DQG�EURXJKW�PH�IRUZDUG��,�UHDOL]HG�\HDUV�ODWHU�WKDW�VKH�GLG�WKDW�IRU�D�UHDVRQ��6KH�GLG�
QRW�EODPH�PH�IRU�ZKDW�KDG�KDSSHQHG�DQG�PDGH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�HQWLUH�FURZG�NQHZ�WKDW�E\�KHU�DFWLRQV��6KH�
GLG�QRW�ZDQW�D�\RXQJ�OLIH�WR�EH�UXLQHG�EHFDXVH�RI�LW��,�KDYH�VR�PXFK�JUDWLWXGH�DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�KHU�

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV�,�KDYH�WULHG�WR�GHVFULEH�DOO�RI�WKH�IHHOLQJV��DQG�,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH��,�GR�NQRZ�WKHVH�
WKLQJV��WKRXJK�

,�EHOLHYH�*RG�IRUJDYH�PH�IURP�WKH�VWDUW��EXW�,�KDG�WR�OHDUQ�WR�IRUJLYH�P\VHOI��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�IRUJLYLQJ�
RXUVHOYHV�WDNHV�WLPH�DQG�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�KDUGHVW�WKLQJV�ZH�HYHU�GR��,�VWLOO�DW�WLPHV�EODPH�P\VHOI�IRU�
ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�\HDUV�DJR�
,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�OHW�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XV�DQG�LQ�RXU�
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OLYHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�PDWWHU��+XJ�\RXU�VSRXVH��PDNH�VXUH�\RX�VSHQG�WKH�H[WUD�PLQXWHV�ZLWK�\RXU�
NLGV��WDON�WR�\RXU�DJLQJ�SDUHQWV�DQG�GULQN�LQ�WKHLU�ZLVGRP��VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�IULHQGV�DQG�DOZD\V�WDNH�
WLPH�WR�VPHOO�WKH�URVHV��:RUN�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�WKHUH��EXW�OLIH�LV�KXPEOLQJ�DQG�FDQ�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�EOLQN�
RI�DQ�H\H��,W�ZDV�KDUG�WR�OHDUQ�WKDW�,�ZDVQ¶W�³���IHHW�WDOO�DQG�EXOOHWSURRI´�

,I�DQ\RQH�KDV�KDG�VLPLODU�H[SHULHQFHV�RU�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�NQRZ�PRUH�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�P\�OLIH��,�DP�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�VKDUH��,W�LV�QRW�HDV\��EXW�WKH�PLQLVWHU�DOZD\V�WROG�PH�WR�OHW�SHRSOH�NQRZ�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�
EHFDXVH�,�PD\�KDYH�DQVZHUV�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�

)DLWK�DQG�)DPLO\�%XVLQHVV
7RXJK�7LPHV�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�6W��3DXO
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9HU\�IHZ�RI�XV��LQ�DOO�OLNHOLKRRG��ZLOO�IDFH�WKH�NLQG�RI�WRXJK�WLPH�WKDW�'DQ�$QGHUVRQ�ZURWH�DERXW�DV�D�UDZ�
DQG�LQYLQFLEOH����\HDU�ROG��+LV�FRXUDJH�WR�WHOO�WKDW�VWRU\��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FRPIRUWLQJ�DQG�DVVXULQJ�ZRUGV�DQG�
JHVWXUHV�KH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�ZLGRZ��LV�RQH�RI�KLV�JLIWV�WR�XV��7KDQN�\RX��'DQ��IRU�RSHQLQJ�\RXU�KHDUW�WR�
XV�

'DQ¶V�VWRU\�PDGH�P\�PLQG�ZDQGHU�WR�RQH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�SDVVDJHV�IURP�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�RQ�WRXJK�WLPHV��
:KHQ�,�UH�UHDG�3DXO¶V ZRUGV��,�VDZ�KRZ�VSHFLILF��SUHFLVH�DQG�RSWLPLVWLF�KLV�WKRXJKWV�ZHUH�ZKHQ�
PHQWLRQLQJ�WRXJK�WLPHV��3HUKDSV�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�YHUVHV�

³:H�DUH�DIIOLFWHG�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\��EXW�QRW�FUXVKHG��SHUSOH[HG��EXW�QRW�GULYHQ�WR�GHVSDLU��SHUVHFXWHG�EXW�QRW�
IRUVDNHQ��VWUXFN�GRZQ��EXW�QRW�GHVWUR\HG´��,,�&RU��������

,�QRWLFHG�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�WKDW�3DXO�EUHDNV�RXU�YDULHG�GLVWUHVVHV�LQWR�IRXU�FDWHJRULHV��+H�VSHDNV��LQ�RUGHU��
DERXW�SUHVVXUHV�ZH�IDFH��SHUSOH[LW\�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��SXUVXLW�RI�XV�E\�RWKHU�IRUFHV�RU�SHRSOH��DQG�SRXQGLQJ�E\
UHSHDWHG�DQG�XQZDQWHG�DVVDXOWV�DJDLQVW�XV�

3UHVVXUHV�DUH�SOHQWLIXO��EXW�WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�ORRPLQJ�GHDGOLQHV��D�PRXQWDLQ�RI�ZRUN�DQG�FRQIOLFWLQJ�
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RIWHQ�PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�IHHO�³VODPPHG�´�ZLWK�QR�UHVSLWH�LQ�VLJKW��3HUSOH[LW\�KDSSHQV�EHFDXVH�
VR PXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�GHOXJHV�XV�WKDW�ZH�GRQ
W�UHDOO\�KDYH�WLPH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�PXFK�RI�LW��PXFK�OHVV�UHODWH�
LW�WR�RXU�OLYHV��2IWHQ�ZH�KDYH�D�VHQVH�RI�EHLQJ�SXUVXHG��E\�FRPSHWLWRUV��UHJXODWRU\�ERGLHV��RU�MXVW�WKH�
LQHYLWDEOH�IRUFHV�RI�DJLQJ�DQG�GHFOLQH��)LQDOO\��ZH�VRPHWLPHV�MXVW�IHHO�EHGUDJJOHG��SRXQGHG DQG�EHDW�XS��
DV�LI�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�ZDQWV�D�ELWH�RI�RXU�VRXO�DQG�ZH�DUH�LQ�QR�SRVLWLRQ�WR�VWRS�LW�

,Q�IRXU�LPDJHV�3DXO�KDV�FDSWXUHG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�WRXJK�WLPHV�WKDW�FRPH�RXU�ZD\��7KHVH�WRXJK�WLPHV�
FHUWDLQO\�ZRXOG�KDYH�WKH�ODVW�ZRUG�LQ�RXU�OLYHV²H[FHSW�WKDW�ZH�QRWLFH�WKH\�DUH�DOZD\V�WKH�VHFRQG�WR�ODVW�
ZRUG�IRU�3DXO��3UHVVHG"�<HV��EXW�QRW�FUXVKHG��3HUSOH[HG"�<HV��EXW�QRW�IXOO\�FRQIRXQGHG��3XUVXHG"�<HV��
EXW�QRW�³FDXJKW�´�3RXQGHG"�<HV��EXW�QRW�SXOYHUL]HG� 'DQ�$QGHUVRQ�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�EH�WKH�ILUVW�WR�DJUHH�


